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1776 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94612  •  510-268-9701 

 
Yes on 19. Tax Cannabis 2010. Sponsored by S.K. Seymour LLC, a Medical Cannabis Provider, dba Oaksterdam University, a Cannabis Educator 

To Whom It May Concern, 

We are writing to seek your endorsement for Proposition 19, the statewide ballot measure which will 
control and tax cannabis (marijuana) in California this November. 

We hope you agree that California’s laws criminalizing cannabis have failed. In fact, a recent poll 
conducted by EMC Research shows that upwards of 80 percent of California voters agree with that 
sentiment. And various recent polls show a majority of Californians are ready to control and tax 
cannabis. 

Proposition 19 will: 

• Control cannabis like alcohol, allowing Californians 21 and older to possess up to one ounce 
of cannabis 

• Give state and local governments the ability to tax the sale of cannabis for adult 
consumption 

• Generate billions of dollars in much needed revenue to fund what matters in California 
 

The campaign is gaining momentum. Several recent polls show us leading, and we are securing new 
endorsements every day from law enforcement leaders, medical professionals, faith leaders, economists 
and business leaders, labor, elected officials, and more. 

In order to keep our momentum going, we need support from respected, influential leaders like you. 

Please add your name to the growing list of supporters of Proposition 19. Together we can win in 
November, and finally reform our broken cannabis laws in California. 

Included with this letter you will find: 1) A 1 page informational flier about the initiative, 2) A FAQ sheet, 
3) A list of current endorsements, and 4) An endorsement form. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mauricio Garzon, Coalition Director, at (510) 268-9701, or 
mauricio@taxcannabis.org. 

Thank you so much, 

 
The Yes on Proposition 19 Campaign
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www.taxcannabis.org 

FAQ continued 
 

Q: How will Proposition 19 create jobs? 
A: According to a study by the California Chapter of NORML (National Organization for the Reform of 

Marijuana Laws), controlling and taxing cannabis could generate an additional $12 - $18 billion a year 
for California’s economy from spin-off industries like coffeehouses and tourism. And if a controlled 
and taxed cannabis market operated at the same level as the California wine industry, it would create 
between 60,000 and 110,000 new jobs, and $2.5 - $3.5 billion in new wages for workers each year. 
(http://canorml.org/background/CA_legalization2.html) 

Q: How will Proposition 19 affect the number of people who consume cannabis? 
A: There is evidence showing that controlling and taxing cannabis does not lead to an increase in 

consumption.  According to The National Research Council’s study of the U.S. states where cannabis 
is decriminalized, there is little apparent relationship between the cannabis laws in those states and 
how many people consume cannabis in those states. Also, despite having some of the strictest 
cannabis laws in the world, the United States has the largest number of cannabis consumers. The 
percentage of our citizens who consume cannabis is double that of the percentage of people who 
consume cannabis in the Netherlands, a country where the selling and adult possession of cannabis 
is allowed. Controlling and taxing cannabis won’t necessarily lead to more people consuming it. 
(http://www.mpp.org/assets/pdfs/download-materials/MJ_ProhibFacts092008.pdf, http://www.time.com/time/health article/0,8599,1821697,00.html) 

Q: How will Proposition 19 affect cannabis use among minors? 
A: Right now, cannabis is easier for kids to get than alcohol, because street dealers don’t require ID. By 

taking cannabis out of the shadows, controlling it like alcohol, and increasing the criminal penalty for 
providing cannabis to a minor, Proposition 19 will dry up the criminal market, and give California 
more tools to prevent those under 21 from accessing cannabis. 

Q: How will Proposition 19 affect crime? 
A: Right now our police waste hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars and thousands of police hours a 

year arresting non-violent cannabis consumers. According to the FBI, in 2008, over 61,000 Californians 
were arrested for misdemeanor cannabis possession. That same year, 60,000 violent crimes went 
unsolved in California. According to a study by Florida State University economists Bruce Benson and 
David Rasmussen, violent crime increases when police are focused on drug enforcement, particularly 
cannabis prohibition. They found that every 1% increase in drug arrests leads to a 0.18% increase in 
violent crimes. When we stop arresting thousands of non-violent cannabis consumers, we will be 
freeing up police resources and saving hundreds of millions of dollars each year, which could be used 
for apprehending truly dangerous criminals and keeping them locked up. 
(http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2008/data/table_05.html, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2008/data/table_69.html, Benson et al. 2001, 
“The Impact of Drug Enforcement on Crime: An Investigation of the Opportunity Cost of Police Resources,” Journal of Drug 
Issues, 31: 989-1006) 
 
 

Continued on next page 



 
 

www.taxcannabis.org 

FAQ continued 

Q: How much money will Proposition 19 save law enforcement in California? 
A: According to a study by the California Chapter of NORML (National Organization for the Reform of 

Marijuana Laws), controlling and taxing cannabis would save the state over $200 million per year that 
would have been wasted on arrests, prosecutions, and prison for non-violent cannabis consumers.  
According to a report by the California Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO), which provides non-
partisan fiscal and policy advice, Proposition 19 would enable California to put our police priorities 
where they belong. The report says the initiative “could result in savings to the state and local 
governments by reducing the number of marijuana offenders incarcerated in state prisons and 
county jails, as well as the number placed under county probation or state parole supervision. These 
savings could reach several tens of millions of dollars annually. The county jail savings would be 
offset to the extent that jail beds no longer needed for marijuana offenders were used for other 
criminals who are now being released early because of a lack of jail space.” 
(http://canorml.org/background/CA_legalization2.html, http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot/2010/19_11_2010.pdf) 

Q: What safety controls does Proposition 19 have? 
A: As the California Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) report says, under Proposition 19, “the smoking 

of marijuana in the presence of minors is not permitted.” The initiative would not change laws “that 
prohibit possessing marijuana on the grounds of elementary, middle, and high schools. Moreover, a 
person age 21 or older who knowingly gave marijuana to a person age 18 through 20 could be sent 
to county jail for up to six months and fined up to $1,000 per offense. (The measure does not change 
existing criminal laws which impose penalties for adults who furnish marijuana to minors under the 
age of 18.)” 
(http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot/2010/19_11_2010.pdf) 

Q: How will Proposition 19 affect driving laws? 
A: Proposition 19 maintains the same strict criminal penalties for driving under the influence of cannabis 

that exist now. The California Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) says that Proposition 19 “would not 
change existing laws that prohibit driving under the influence of drugs.” 
(http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot/2010/19_11_2010.pdf) 

Q: How will Proposition 19 affect an employer’s ability to maintain a drug-free workplace? 
A: Proposition 19 preserves the rights of employers to maintain a drug-free workplace. The California 

Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) says that Proposition 19 “does specify that employers would retain 
existing rights to address consumption of marijuana that impairs an employee’s job performance.” 
(http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot/2010/19_11_2010.pdf) 

Q: How will Proposition 19 affect medical cannabis patients? 
A: Proposition 19 explicitly protects the rights of medical cannabis patients. 

 

Continued on next page
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Yes on 19. Tax Cannabis 2010. Sponsored by S.K. Seymour LLC, a Medical Cannabis Provider, dba Oaksterdam University, a Cannabis Educator 

Endorsement Form 

Organization:              

Contact Name:         Title/Position:      

Address:               

City:           State:    ZIP:     

Phone:      Fax:       Email:       

Signature:               

 
Please check all relevant boxes: 

 Yes, you may use my name as an endorser of Proposition 19 

 Yes, you may use our organization’s name as an endorser of Proposition 19 

 I will help get endorsements from organizations I belong to: 

Orgs:               

              

              

 I will host a house party or fundraiser 

 I will help raise money from my network 

 I will contribute:    $2,500     $1,000     $500     $100     $50     Other $     

 Other ways I can help the campaign:           

               

               

Fax/Mail Response Form To:

Or Endorse Online At:

Yes on 19. Tax Cannabis 2010. 
1776 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94612 
Fax: (510) 444-4743 
www.taxcannabis.org/endorse 

 


